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October 27,2025

CEREMONY OF DOCTOR HONORIS CAUSA IN NAVAL ACADEMY -
VARNA

On October 09th, 2025 President of KRBS Hiroshige Tanioka received a title “Doctor
Honoris Causa” of “Nikola Vapcarov” Naval Academy. The title is assigned to him for
his contribution to the relationships between K-Line/KRBS and the Academy, for
supporting of the maritime education. The ceremony was held in the Planetarium Hall
of the Academy, and it was attended by more than 100 people — representatives of local
authorities, professors, students, staff of KRBS and “Stargate Maritime” Ltd. and
media. The ceremony was attended also by Mr. Hideaki Machida and Mr. Kento Muraki
from the Embassy of Japan in Bulgaria.

Before the ceremony there was a formal meeting with the management of Academy
and they made a presentation about the history of the Academy and present days and
also the history of relationships of the Academy with Japan and their new project for
exchanging the naval cadets between Japan and Bulgaria.

The ceremony was opened by Admiral Kalin Kalinov, Commandant of the Naval
Academy and he announced the decision of the Academic Council of Naval Academy
for assigning of the title of “Doctor Honoris Cousa” to Mr.Hiroshide Tanioka, President
of KRBS, Kobe. Mr.Tanioka received the special certificate and medal. Then
Mr.Tanioka had a speech to explain the long-time good relationships between the
KRBS and Naval Academy. Following the established traditions for such ceremony
President Tanioka with presence of Admiral Kalinov planted a tree in the alley in front
of the main building of the Academy. After that President Tanioka put his photo on the
wall specially designated for the people received the title - “Doctor Honoris Causa”
through the years.

In the end President Tanioka, Admiral Kalinov and Mr. Machida from the Embassy of
Japan opened the newest laboratory in the Academy. The laboratory is arranged and
fixed by donation from K-line. The laboratory is designed to train the students about the
meteorological topics and electronic charts training. However, the laboratory is still
under renovation. So, the opening ceremony was held at the temporary room of the
Academy.
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The ceremony was included in the official calendar of the Japanese Cultural Days,
2025. In the evening there was a concert of traditional Japanese Taiko drums by
Japanese band “HA-Y A-TO”. The concert was sponsored by KRBS/Stargate Maritime
Ltd. and it was great exciting time for more than 500 people attended the concert in
Conference Hall of Naval Academy.

(Written by Capt. A. Evtimov in Stargate Maritime)
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